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R esearchers in Woomera have discov-
ered a new species of ants specially 
adapted to living in the salt lakes 

around town.
The study, undertaken by Jonathan Ives, 

Patrick Schultheiss and Sabine Nooten for the 
Macquarie University in Sydney, is part of a 
much wider study investigating the amazing 
ability some ants possess to fi nd their way back 
to their nest, even in habitats as sparse as a 
salt lake.

Th e research indicated that although most 
species of ant navigate their world by following 

scent or pheromone trails, ants on salt plains 
use diff erent strategies to fi nd food sources.

Th e research showed that out on the salt 
lakes, where food is less available and the tem-
peratures too hot for ants to use scent trails 
eff ectively, ants use a strategy scientists now 
call “path integration”.

Scientists believe these ant species seem 
to possess an internal compass and distance 
measurer.

“Individual ants seem to record how far and 
in what direction they’ve travelled,” one  re-
searcher said.

“Th e accuracy of this ability is staggering 

considering they may travel over 50 meters 
from their nest. Even after zig-zagging all over 
the place, once they fi nd food they carry it back 
to their nest in a straight line by the shortest 
route,” he said. 

“Th e absence of visual cues such as trees 
or shrubs on a salt lake also means that these 
ants rely almost entirely on this ability to ‘path 
integrate’.”

“Our research has found, however, that the 
ants also have the ability to use vision to nav-
igate, even though there is usually nothing 
available for them to use as visual markers on 
the salt lake. 

“When we provided ‘landmarks’ in the form 
of large PVC piping around their nests, we 
found that the ants had the ability to learn that 
the landmarks represented their nest location 
and would use these if available to them, in a 
similar way that we might use certain buildings 
to learn our way around town. 

Past research has shown that this technique 
is used by a similar species of ant found in Alice 
Springs. 

“It seems many ants carry a ‘tool kit’ of nav-
igation strategies that can be used in diff erent 
conditions. For something so small, ants cer-
tainly have some pretty amazing skills,” he said.
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Has the NAB turned into a child care centre and 
what is the lavender on the counter? Looks very 

unprofessional and tacky. Stick to banking.

Weary banker.

To all the places in town that want to charge $5 for a 
cup of coffee, can you please train all staff to make a 

decent cup. I have tipped four coffee’s away this week.

Ex coffee shop owner.

With all the doom and gloom about retailers having to leave 
town because of high rents and poor trade, it doesn’t help 

when the only hardware store in town is open for just a couple 
of hours over Easter. A whole lot of good that is to the locals 

wanting to do things around their homes over the break. 
People wonder why we buy up at Bunnings when we are 
in Adelaide! You can’t make money when you are shut!

Furious local.

To the rude lady who waved and tooted at 
me on Arcoona St ... learn the road rules.

KEEP LEFT. The rules state when driving on 
any road that does not have marked lanes 

you must keep your vehicle as near as 
practicable to the far left side of the road.

In the RIGHT!

Who ever went out of town last weekend 
for Easter would have been haunted by 
the news of the fi ve deaths on SA roads 
over the break. With one of them at Ki Ki 
being in the early hours of the morning, 
everyone was asking “why were they 

traveling at that hour of the day?” Roxby 
people do it all the time, don’t they?  

Stay safe.
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